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poverty. Yet, some of us are in the
midst of cutting the earned income tax
credit. It makes no sense. Sixty per-
cent or 6 out of every 10 of those who
are minimum wage workers are
women. Many of them have children.
And, most minimum wage workers are
poor. Increases in the minimum wage
have not kept pace with increases in
the cost-of-living.

That is why a worker can work full-time, 40
hours a week, and still be below the poverty
level. Surely we can increase the minimum
wage for the first time since April, 1991, a pe-
riod during which the cost of housing, food
and clothing has greatly risen for the minimum
wage worker.

The best welfare reform is a job, at a livable
wage. I support this constrained request to lift
millions of workers out of poverty. If we lift
workers out of poverty, we will have less of a
demand for welfare. If we have less of a de-
mand for welfare, we will have less of a bur-
den on this Nation’s resources.

If we have less of a burden on this Nation’s
resources, we can compete more effectively in
the global marketplace. And, if we compete
more effectively in the global marketplace, we
can reduce the trade deficit, further reduce the
domestic deficit, create more jobs, put people
to work and restore America. Mr. Speaker, it
makes sense to me. I can not understand why
it does not make sense to my colleagues.
True vision is the art of seeing things invisible.
We see what we want to see. We can keep
many of our workers at low wage, unskilled
jobs, or we can pay them better and train
them better.

This is not 1945. The world community need
not buy refrigerators from us. They can buy
them almost anywhere. But, if we want to sell
our refrigerators, we better have workers who
can make them well. Let’s reform welfare. But,
let’s also pass H.R. 940, the modest minimum
wage bill.
f

WHAT A DISGRACEFUL DAY
TODAY IS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from California
[Mr. DORNAN] is recognized during
morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker and my
colleagues who may have clicked on
the floor proceedings in their offices
this morning, and to a handful of visi-
tors in the gallery, and to the million
or so people that track the proceedings
of this, the world’s greatest legislature,
over C–SPAN, I rose this morning to
discuss again that 11 July of 1995 is a
disgraceful day in the history of our
country because the Commander in
Chief down at the White House in a
Rose Garden ceremony—I gag on the
words a Rose Garden ceremony—is
going to extend the honor and the dig-
nity of diplomatic relations to the war
criminals, the Communist war crimi-
nals, who sit in power, and oppressive
power, in Hanoi. The Americans that
we left behind in Laos, 499 men shot
down, some of them captured on the
ground, Special Forces men, perform-
ing special operations, they may still
be alive. There is no proof that they

are not. They may be executed by this
deed of infamy in the Rose Garden at
midday today.

Last night I did a 1-hour special
order. I had Robert Strange
McNamara’s evil book in my hands,
this book that the New York Times has
on the best seller list. Boggles my mind
that people would pay money to read
the words of this man who walked off
the battlefield in Vietnam, blood drip-
ping from his hands, resigned on Feb-
ruary 29, 1968, leap year day of that
year, probably a deliberate choice of
day. Lyndon Johnson disgracefully
gave Robert McNamara, Secretary of
Defense, the choice of when he would
resign. He made a speech in Canada in
October 1967 saying we could not win
the Vietnam war, and LBJ, instead of
firing him the next day, gave him 4 or
5 more months of payroll, and that
February 29 he resigned in a rainy cere-
mony over on the Mall, had canceled
his flyby, thank you God, no Air Force
veterans of that long struggle in Viet-
nam had to fly by and honor this dis-
graceful man, and then guess where
Mr. McNamara went, Mr. Speaker? He
went skiing at Aspen and then took a
diversionary side trip in March 1968
down to the Caribbean, back for more
skiing at Aspen while the hospitals in
Vietnam were filled with the broken
bodies of young Americans, some of
them triple and double amputees, and I
remember one quadruple amputee, all
from that massive Tet offensive that
we won, and Walter Cronkite is writing
off our effort to LBJ, forcing him to re-
sign or to say he resigned from the
Presidential campaign on the 30th of
March, and Bob McNamara is still ski-
ing at Aspen.

Here is what McNamara said in his
book, page 105. I am reading from last
night’s CONGRESSIONAL RECORD where I
inserted this. He writes:

It is a profound, enduring and universal
ethical and moral dilemma: How, in times of
war and crisis, can senior government offi-
cials be completely frank to their own people
without giving aid and comfort to the
enemy?

There is McNamara talking about
Hanoi, North Vietnam calling him the
enemy, and they were, and they still
are, and he is talking about giving aid
to the enemy in Hanoi, comfort to the
enemy in Hanoi, and, less than 2 years
after that, Bill Clinton was in Moscow
giving aid to the people in Hanoi, giv-
ing comfort to the people in Hanoi, giv-
ing aid and comfort to the Communist
forces in Hanoi, and then went down to
Prague and did it some more. It is un-
believable that of all the human beings
that should be in the White House, in
the Oval Office, in the Rose Garden, it
is a man who let three high school men
go in his place. Maybe one of them was
this young missing in action American,
Jimmy Holt, captured February 7, 1968,
disappeared into the midst of South-
east Asia the very month that McNa-
mara is resigning, and this disgraceful
book of McNamara is called ‘‘In Retro-
spect.’’ Clinton said it vindicates his

stand to give aid and comfort to the
Communist forces in Hanoi. What a
disgraceful day today is.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 30 min-
utes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

f

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
10 a.m.

f

b 1000

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

From the first hours of new life to
the last rays of the Sun, from the open-
ing of each day of grace to the final
moments of our time, may we, O gra-
cious God, not neglect our words of
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. While
we know how easily we are absorbed in
our tasks and our eyes miss the heav-
enly vision, we know too that You do
not forget us; we acknowledge that our
lives stray here or there, yet we know
too that Your goodness and Your love
sustain us all our days. For these and
all Your blessings, O God, we offer
these words of thanksgiving. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. CHABOT] come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. CHABOT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, bills of
the House of the following titles:

H.R. 400. An act to provide for the ex-
change of lands within Gates of the Arctic
National Park and Preserve, and for other
purposes; and

H.R. 716. An act to amend the Fishermen’s
Protective Act.
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